Cristina Valdes: Pianist, in recital by Valdes, Crisina et al.
Pianist Cristina Valdes has performed across four continents. 
Committed to both contemporary and standard music, she is known for presenting 
innovative concerts with repertoire ranging from Bach to Xenakis. She has appeared 
at Lincoln Center, Carnegie Recital Hall, Merkin Hall, Miller Theatre, Jordan Hall, 
and the Kennedy Center. Among her festival performances are New Music in 
Miami, the Foro lnternacional de Musica Nueva in Mexico City, the Brisbane Arts 
Festival, the Festival of Contemporary Music in El Salvador, Theater de Welt in 
Stuttgart, the Festival of Arts and Ideas in New Haven , the Great Lakes Chamber 
Music Festival, and the Singapore Arts Festival. Her passionate interest in new 
music has led to collaborations with such renowned composers as Terry Riley, Joan 
Tower, Ezra Laderman, and Ned Rorem. She has also premiered the works of such 
younger composers as Evan Ziporyn, Orlando Garcia, and Carlos Sanchez-Gutierre~. 
An avid chamber musician, Ms. Valdes has toured extensively with the Bang on a 
Can All-Stars and has performed with the Seattle Chamber Players, the Mabou 
Mines Theater Company, and the Parsons Dance Company. From 1998-2001 , she 
was a member of the award-winning chamber music group Antares. 
Born and raised in Elizabeth, NJ, Ms. Valdes began p laying the piano at age three. 
At 16, she entered the New England Conservatory of Music, studying with Steve 
Drury. She continued her studies with Gilbert Kalish at SUNY Stony Brook; there 
she earned a masters and Doctor of Musical Arts, and performed Ravel's Concerto 
for the Left Hand under Gustav Meier. Other teachers have included Zenaida 
Manfugas, John Perry, Jerome Lowenthal, and Claude Helffer. She has been the 
recipient of numerous prizes and awards, including an Arts International Grant, the 
Thayer Award for the Arts, an Artist Trust GAP grant, an American Composers 
Forum Encore grant, theW. Burghardt Turner Fellowship, first prize in the Ruth 
Slenczynska Solo Piano Competition, the Silver Medal in the Osaka International 
Chamber Music Festa, and an Yvar MikhashoffTrust for New Music. 
Upcoming projects include concerts with her new two-percussion and piano trio, the 
a.m. Trio ; an appearance at the Bellingham Electronic Arts Festival, where she wi ll 
perform Morton Subotnick's The Other Piano; and recording an all-contemporary 
Latin American solo piano music CD. Ms. Valdes lives in Seattle, where she is the 
founder and director of the SLAM Festival , serves as Vice-President of the Board of 
the Washington Composers Forum, and is a Jack Straw artist-in-residence. 
Wei-Wei Le was recently appointed Assistant Professor in Violin at the University 
of Nevada, Las Vegas. A native of Shanghai, she began her violin studies at the age 
of six, and over the course of her career, Ms. Le has won numerous competitions, 
including the Yehudi Menuhin International Vio lin Competition (England), the 
Kloster Schontal International Violin Competition (Germany), and the Starling 
International Violin Competition (USA). Her studies have taken her to the Yehudi 
Menuhin School and Shanghai, Cincinnati, and New England conservatories with 
world renowned violin pedagogues, such as Yehudi Menuhin, Donald Weilerstein, 
Almita & Roland Vamos, Dorothy DeLay, and Kurt Sassmenshaus. 
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Mana a mano Carlos Sanchez-Gutierrez 
I -Chorale. Meccanico, ma sempre legatissimo e misterioso (1964-) 
ll - Bajo Punteado. Vivace e ricochet 
lll- Genghis. Esuberante, angolare rna con precisione 
IV - Ariles de Campanario. Lento, libero e sonora 
V - Ariles y mas A riles. Veloce, frenetico, ma con precizione 
Prayer Bell Sketch 
in loving memory oJToru Takemitsu 
Tiento VI 
Tres Piezas para Piano 
1. luz de invierno- passacaglia 





Jorge Villavicencio Grossmann 
(1973-) 
3. Kyrie eleison. Christe Eleison. - Diptych II 










Wei Wei Lei - vioUn 
Andrew Young- cello 
*World Premiere 
Upcoming New Music Concerts 




N.E.O.N. (Nevada Encounters of New) Music Festival 
April 7, 7:30pm - Virko Baley, Dreamtime 
AprilS, 7:30pm- Works by Grossmann, McPherson, Koksal, and Hei. 
April 9, 7:30pm - Works by Rands, Park, Cavallone, and Lee. 
April10, 7:30pm- Works by Dahn, Flaherty, and Zohn-Muldoon. 
Aprilll, 5:00pm- Works by Penkrot, Thorpe Buchanan, Shen, 
Caballero and Thomas. 
Please visit http:Ublogspot.nextet.com for more information . 
As a solo performer, Ms. Le has given recitals and concerts all over the world, 
performing with noteworthy orchestras such as the Hong Kong Philharmonic, Royal 
Philharmonic Orchestra (London), Queensland Symphony (Australia), and the 
Tianjin Symphony Orchestra (China). Many of her performances have been 
conducted by Lord. Yehudi Menuhin himself, who described her as "one of the most 
talented young musicians he has ever seen." As a devoted chamber music player, 
Ms. Le has collaborated with great musicians and quartets in North America, 
Europe, and Asia, including Richard Stoltzman, William Preucil, Sara Chang, and 
Eliot Fisk, as well as the Ying Quartet and St. Petersburg Quartet. Her major projects 
since 2006 include the Complete Bartok Cycle with the Atlanta-based Vega Quartet 
and several appearances at Carnegie Hall. Prior to her appointment at the University 
of Nevada, Ms. Le served on the faculty at Emory University and Georgia State 
University in Atlanta. 
Cellist Andrew Smith is an Associate Professor of music at the University of Nevada, 
Las Vegas, where he performs regularly in the southwest as a member of The Cerberus 
Trio. He is an original member of the Camerata de Dei a, a group founded in 200 I to be 
the resident ensemble with The Festival Internacional de Deia, a summer festival in 
Mallorca, Spain. He is also a founding member of The Adriatic Chamber Music 
Festival, a summer music program in southern Italy, where he has taught and 
performed since its inception in 1998. An active recitalist, as well as chamber 
musician, Andrew has collaborated with pianists Alfredo Oyaguez, and CarlEPonten in 
concerts in Spain, Italy, and Sweden, as well as in Kosovo, Serbia, and Macedonia. In 
February 2006, he perfonned the world premiere of Linda Catlin Smith's Ballad, for 
Cello and Piano, with pianist Eve Egoyan at the Glenn Gould Studios in Toronto. In 
April of the same season he played the Beethoven "Triple" concerto with pianist 
Mykola Suk, and violinist Byron Tauchi in Chernigiv and Kiev , with the Philharmonic 
of Ukraine. 
Prior to his appointment at UNL V Mr. Smith played with the Nicoletti String Quartet 
in Santa Barbara where he also performed regularly with the Santa Barbara Symphony, 
and the Santa Barbara Chamber Orchestra. For two years he was principal cellist with 
the West Virginia Symphony, where he was in residence as a member of the Montani 
String Quartet. He has won several awards and prizes, including first prize in the 
Performing Arts Scholarship Foundation competition in Santa Barbara, and an Esperia 
Foundation grant to study with the eminent Hungarian cellist Csaba Oncay at the Liszt 
Academy in Budapest. He has studied chamber music with such notable musicians as 
Felix Galimir, Leon Fleisher and Julius Levine, as well as members of the Juilliard, 
Guarneri, Emerson, Alban Berg, Vermeer, Muir, and American string quartets. He has 
also participated in numerous chamber music festivals, among them the Taos School of 
Music, Kneisel Hall, The Quartet Program, and Bravo! Colorado. 
Mr. Smith is a recipient of the Doctor of Musical Arts degree from the University of 
California, Santa Barbara, where he was a member of the Young Artists String Quartet. 
He also holds a Master's degree from The Mannes College of Music in New York, and 
a Bachelor of Music degree from the Hartt College of Music in Hartford, CT. He has 
studied cello with Timothy Eddy, Bernard Greenhouse, Leslie Parnas, Ron Leonard, 
and Geoffrey Rutkowski. 
